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Except for Castro

_ The Day Everything
Wen! “Wrong |

Al

T Ralph J. Denaldsan

Take the imbecilities which led (¢ lne Fharg. of the

. Light Brigade, add some of thr st heroie fighting

‘against . great odds since the defens: of Corregidor,

flavor with the ordeal of the Ancient Mariner, combine

with some of the .most inhumane teeztment of prisoners

since the Black Hole of Calentta, garnish with the big-

gest ransom in history, accompanied by the poker play-

ing diplomacy of =« civilian, sprinkle with U.S. politics,

: embellish with the personal recollections of survivers

.and the resull is 'I'he Bay of Pigs by Haynes Bonner
Johnson (Norton, '$5.95). .

i"Cczstr-:;’:z “non - existent"” wir force sinks the
Houston, ene of the Brigade supply ships. An
eye -wilness painting by Brigade frogman
Andy Pruna.
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. Johnson, assistuni eily edilor of the Washington
Star, took a year's iea\ - of abe - i 1o gaiher maierial
fur his book, which wa- completes] vith the sssistanecs of
Manuel Artime, Jose .crez San Homan, Lrneido Oliva -
and Enrique Ruiz-Willia:us, whe plaved leading roles in
the ill-fated invasion of Castro’s Cuba in 1961 and in the
subsequent efforts to ransom ihe prisoners.

THE TRAINING of Cuban oxiles for the invasion
was authorized by President Eisenhower in 1960, the
'operation was directed in secrecy by the Central Intelli-
-Rence Agency and the huttle plan was approved by the
Joints Chiefs of Staff xad President Kennedy, Perhaps
the most startliug reveiatlon is that wne of the CIA
agents told the Cuban lenders that if Washington tried.
te stop the invasion thev showld put him under guard
-and go ahead with i anyway.

As it turned out, Washington did not try to stop the
* mvasion but cverything went wrong. The 16 World War , |
'II B-26 attack homiers assigned to the Cuban brigade

failed to knock cut all of Castro’s air foreo. A nlanned

diversionary action, _the landing of ~eomrandos - in
Crients province, did ot take place. There were sharp

‘reefs and coral in the Bay of Pigs landing area. One

supply ship was sunk and the rest fled ‘because there

was no air cover, The Cuban underground was not

alerted in time. There was no popular uprising againust

Castro and there were no mass defections from Castro's

forces.

Nevertheless, the 1,500 men of Brigade 2506 fought -
- |€asiro’s troops and tanks to a standstill until they rau

out of ammunition. They lost about 300 men, while in--
flicting 3,600 casualties on Castro's forces—1,600 dead

and 2,000 wounded. .

1'VEN WHEN President Kennedy belatedly author:
ized jet fighter planes from the U.S. carrier Essex to

provide air cover for the landing of more supplies, the

timing was wrong and the planes never took off. _

One thousand, one hundred and ninety-nine mem-

bers of the Brigade were captured and later ransomed

for %68 million worth of drugs and baby food. Twenty-.
two escaped from the Bay of Pigs in a 22-foot sailboat.-
Fifteen days later they were picked up in the Gulf of
Mexico. There were only 12 left and these were barely
alive. : .
This is a true adventure story, one which is so in-
credible it would not be believed if it were not document-
ed by historical facts and cyewitness testimony.,. ‘
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